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One of the colonial flags of the Pennsylvania " Associators,' 
Designed by Benjamin Franklin. 



THE PEOYINCIAL OR COLONIAL FLAG OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 



BY FB.ANCIS OLCOTT ALLEN. 

Much interest attaches to the question of the existence at 
any time prior to the Revolutionary period of a flag corre- 
sponding in its use and associations, as emblematic of local 
sentiment, with the New England standard used in King 
Philip's war in 1675. Much research has been bestowed on 
the matter ; but as the early history of Pennsylvania lacked 
the movement and incident of that of New England, the 
peaceful epoch did not produce many such evidences of in- 
dependent thought and action. In fact, not one has been 
discovered entirely up to this date, so far as I can find. Upon 
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searching the voluminous writings of Franklin, however, it 
is discovered that in 1747, during the " "War of the Spanish 
Succession," in which England, Spain, and finally France 
were involved, there arose an emergency which evolved a 
provincial flag, if not the provincial flag, which answers in 
all its characteristics the most severe definition of that term. 
The warfare consisted largely of reprisals on the vessels of 
the nations involved, and consequently the colonies and de- 
pendencies were in constant alarm. The Spaniards came up 
the Delaware as far as New Castle and seized a boat. Con- 
sternation spread through Pennsylvania. Citizens appealed 
to the Assembly for the organization of means of defence ; 
but that body being largely composed of Friends, or in- 
fluenced by their views, the appeal was vain. At this junct- 
ure Dr. Benjamin Franklin was moved to write his famous 
article on "Plain Truth," which aroused the citizens to 
their defenceless condition. Being the editor and pub- 
lisher of the Pennsylvania Gazette, the stirring appeal had 
wide circulation and immediate effect. A meeting was 
called at the Coffee-House, blank sheets with a printed 
pledge at the top, agreeing to associate themselves into 
military companies, were put in convenient places, and after 
speeches and discussion, the meeting adjourned after twelve 
hundred names had been signed. Other papers sent into 
adjacent counties secured over ten thousand " Associators." 
The town was excited, the wives and daughters caught the 
spirit, and by subscription among themselves, bought offi- 
cers' half-pikes, spontoons, halberds, drums, and silk for 
flags. Dr. Franklin tells us in his autobiography that he 
furnished the designs for these flags, which were presented 
to the " Associators." The first design mentioned, an ac- 
count of which is published in Franklin's Gazette of April, 
1748, was " a lion erect, a naked scimitar in one paw, the 
other holding the Pennsylvania escutcheon ; motto Patria." 
The other nineteen devices mentioned had no reference to 
Pennsylvania, but would have answered as well for Con- 
necticut. Had he gone further in his newspaper, and men- 
tioned the color of the silk upon which this design was 
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painted, I should claim that we had an authoritative descrip- 
tion of the flag we are seeking for the following reasons : 

First. It will be observed that the " Pennsylvania escutch- 
eon" is the shield of the Penn arms. The Penn family 
motto used on the same shield is Dum cktrum rectum ten- 
eum (usually found without " rectum"). The provincial 
authorities used the same shield officially, but changed the 
motto to " Mercy and justice," which is found in provincial 
papers ; but here was an entirely new motto, " Patria," 
ignoring both the others and appealing at once to the local 
sentiment. 

Secondly. There was in all these movements the dawn of a 
spirit of independence of the British influence, of which this 
flag, with its new motto, was the symbol ; for we read in 
the Pennsylvania Gazette of December 12, 1747, that when a 
great body of " Associators" met and marched to the Court- 
House on Market Street, with drums beating and colors 
flying (both being the gifts of the women, and proving that 
the above-named device was carried through Philadelphia 
streets), for the further perfection of their organization, His 
Honor the President and several of the gentlemen of the 
Council being present, the Secretary, by order, acquainted 
the " Associators" that the proceedings were not disapproved 
by the government. These words are significant, for had 
the organization, equipment, and efficient drill of these 
men been the act of the government, or had its sympathy, 
what need existed for such assurances? If, without the 
motion of any existing government, ten thousand of its cit- 
izens organize into companies and regiments, adopt articles, 
equip themselves, and drill to a high state of efficiency, and, 
above all, adopt a flag distinctive and different from the 
government flag, is it not an evidence of the dawn of an 
independent spirit ? But, — 

Thirdly. The official correspondence of the time between 
the Province and the Proprietaries is full of the alarm of 
the latter at the boldness of the citizens, and fully justifies 
the view assumed. For them to enter upon all this military 
preparation without having previously obtained the sane- 
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tion of the government was a precedent full of danger. 
"Without quoting to weariness, the correspondence from 
England might well serve for the beginning of the Revolu- 
tionary period. Mr. Peters, Secretary of the Province, was 
able, however, to soften this resentment ; and as the prelim- 
inaries of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle were signed on the 
following April 30, 1748, and the occasion and stimulus to 
this independent military ardor passed away, the Province 
subsided into peaceful acquiescence for twenty-eight years. 
But who can measure now the influence of this movement, 
which our flag symbolizes, upon the inhabitants of Penn- 
sylvania when the shots fired at Lexington reverberated on 
the Delaware? By a happy coincidence, Judge S. W. 
Pennypacker has found in his library an original pamphlet 
copy of " Plain Truth," yellow with age. On the fly-leaf 
at the back, in a handwriting and spelling which indicate 
the penman to have been contemporary with the events, is 
a statement of the organization of the " Associators" and 
a description of the above-mentioned device, varying only 
in the motto, which is " Pro Patria ;" but, as Franklin's own 
newspaper, the Gazette, gives " Patria," and as he was the 
designer, the newspaper is indisputable. 



